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Giving is part of our world as well as generations past.  Throughout history, giving 

was a big part of our country’s beginning.  The first settlers here in America were 

given corn from the Native Americans – an offering of friendship.  The women of the 

old west gave homemade items to new settlers in the region as a gift of support or 

when tragedies hit.  This tradition of giving has carried on throughout the ages to the 

modern “welcome wagons” – or the many donations of baked goods that are received 

at funerals. 

 

During World War II, scrap drives were held where old tires, pots and pans, any type 

of aluminum were collected for recycling in the war efforts – giving, to help the cause. 

 

In the 1960’s, during a famous speech by then President John F. Kennedy – “Ask not 
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what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.”  This was 

an era in our history when giving and volunteerism excelled. 

 

Since the conception of the Women of the Moose in 1913, giving of ourselves became 

the signature of our organization.  Many of us who witnessed an enrollment ceremony 

years ago – heard this excerpt from a 1948 re-vision of the ritual copyrighted in 1937 

– you may recall the words of the Senior Regent saying to the class of candidates: “It 

is our duty to give – of our thought, our time, our money – to the extent of our ability 

– toward the perfection of service to those dependent upon us.”  Though the words 

may have been modified through revisions of the ritual over the years, the concept has 

remained constant.  We were asked and we accepted this pledge to give. 

“It is better to give than to receive.”  How many of us have heard this phrase from a 

grandmother, a mother, a teacher, a coach?  Giving of ourselves is the heart of our 

organization.  Each of you here are givers – you believe in our program – you support 

our children at Mooseheart and our seniors at Moosehaven by giving of yourselves.  

And we thank you for this gift of giving. 

 

So many of us do not take the time to actually realize the outcome of an act of giving. 

 Would we, today, be eating corn if there had not been an act of giving on the part of 

the American Indians?  Would we have been the victors in the 1940’s war had the 

American people not rallied to help with the war effort?  None of us can truly answer 

these questions, but there is one question we can answer.  Can you see what giving 

through the Women of the Moose does for our children and seniors? 

 

Just listen to the graduating seniors from the Mooseheart High School or tour the 
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grounds at Mooseheart to see for yourselves the fruits of our labor.  I’d like to tell you 

a story about Clint, a former graduate.  He was 12 years old when he entered 

Mooseheart.  His mom and dad were divorced – his father was living in Arizona and 

his mother in the Chicagoland area.  The only job she could find at that time was a 

night shift worker.  This would have left Clint “on his own” from 4:00 in the 

afternoon until sometime after midnight.  He admits that if he had been “on the 

outside” the gangs and drugs would have been his path in life – with no chance for 

sports, further education offers, or a skilled trade.  Without Mooseheart he would have 

been in the percentage of delinquent teens in Chicago – and he realized that.  He 

credits Mooseheart for saving his life.  This young man and generations past and 

present are the result of the time and effort we have given.   

Look at all of the buildings you have helped build at Moosehaven.  The most recently 

completed 16 million dollar Life Care Center; the Katherine Smith project that is now 

in its second year of our commitment for giving will be the next accomplishment in a 

very long list of needs, which the Women of the Moose have undertaken.  

 

Yes, by paying your dues, contributing to the endowment fund, supporting your 

chapter projects, you have given many generations of children a start in life they 

would not have otherwise had.  To the many seniors that have benefited from your 

giving, you have ensured that a safe and secure life was possible for them - you 

supplied hope.  

 

During my first visit to Moosehaven, my husband and I had the fortunate experience 

of meeting Charlie.  My husband, being an avid fisherman, was delighted that Charlie 

offered to take him down to the pier to see the bass that Charlie had caught in the St. 
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John’s River, which gave me a chance to visit with one of our Moosehaven residents 

who was a co-worker from my chapter.  Charlie and my husband had a long and 

enjoyable visit.  Before we left that afternoon, Charlie said to us – “This place is not 

Moosehaven – it is Moose heaven”.  He had tears in his eyes and I realized our giving 

– all of us – has made a heaven for these seniors.  Worries about paying bills, 

shoveling snow, getting to the grocery store, filling prescriptions and doctor visits are 

a thing of the past.  Your giving has made it possible.  

 

For all the “Charlies” and all the “Clints”, the Women of the Moose continue to give 

them hope and make their futures possible. 

 

You, as co-workers, always give from your heart – and never expect anything in 

return - and because of your generosity, you will reap the satisfaction no material gifts 

could ever give. 

 

As my term on the Grand Council comes to an end, I wish to thank the Executive 

Officers – past and present – for the opportunity to serve this great fraternity.  

Through the experience of this appointment I have had the great pleasure to meet so 

many wonderful co-workers throughout our fraternity.  I also must thank the 

outstanding co-workers from my home state of Illinois for being there when I’ve 

asked them for their help.  To the co-workers of Antioch chapter, no “thank you” 

would be enough for me to give – you are the greatest.  And lastly, my family 

certainly deserves recognition for all the support they have given me throughout my 

Moose service.  May God bless and keep you.   

Page 4 of 4 Downloaded from www.MooseIntl.org Posted on site:08/03/2010




